St Michael Mytholmroyd
13 November 2011 Remembrance Sunday

Readings	Matthew 5

Remembrance Day – Memories

I want to tell you a story, a true story of a man Maximilian Kolbe who was a Roman Catholic priest, who was put in a Nazi concentration camp, Auschwitz for his faith. 
In the camp, he would share his meagre rations of food with those around him who were hungry. 
There he encouraged the other prisoners to forgive their persecutors and overcome evil with good. 
One day a man in Kolbe’s block escaped from the camp and so all of the men from that block were brought out into the hot sun and made to stand there all day - with no food or drink. 
At the end of the day, the man that had escaped was not found. 
So the Nazi commandant told the assembled prisoners that ten men would be arbitarily selected to die in the starvation cell - in place of the one that had escaped. 
One of the men selected was a polish sergeant, Francis Gajowniczek.
He begged to be spared because he was worried that his family would not be able to survive without him. 
As he was pleading with the commandant, Maximilian Kolbe silently stepped forward and stood before the commandant. 
The commandant turned to him and said asked him what he wanted.
Kolbe pointed to the polish sergeant and said, "I am a Catholic priest from Poland; I would like to take his place, because he has a wife and children to care for." 
The commandant stood silent for a moment in disbelief. 
He then allowed the sergeant to go back to his place in the ranks and Kolbe took his place in the starvation bunker. 
Every day the guards came and removed dead bodies from the bunker. However instead of being greeted with the usual sounds of screaming and cursing, all they heard was Kolbe and the others in the bunker singing hymns and praying. 
After two weeks, the cell had to be cleared out for more prisoners. Only four prisoners were left of whom Kolbe was one. 
And so on August 14, 1941, Kolbe paid the ultimate price, dying by lethal injection. 

And what you might ask became of the polish sergeant, He lived another 53 years dying on 13th March 1995 at the age of 95. 
But he never forget Kolbe.
After his release from Auschwitz, he spent the next five decades honouring the man who died on his behalf.

The ability to remember is a wonderful gift that God has given to us. 
In a flash you can be a child again, skimming rocks across the sea or walking in a meadow. 
Many of us can recall the time when you fell in love, got married, & had children. 
You can remember – because those memories are fixed in your mind. 
And time cannot rob you of those - so long as your memory continues to function.
Some of our memories are happy, and we can recall wonderful experiences. 
But some of our memories are sad and we may weep.
The problem, though, is that sometimes memory fails us. Sometimes we forget. 
For that reason alone, I think that the Remembrance Day Service is one of the most important services in the Church’s calendar, after Christmas and Easter. 

Because it helps us not to forget why we have the freedom that we enjoy 
It reminds us that the peace that we have enjoyed for the last 60 or so years here in Great Britain was not bought cheaply. 

It is not just a reminder of those who died in the First and Second World Wars - important as they were. It is also a reminder of other conflicts that our armed services have been in over the last 60 years right up to the war in Afghanistan and Iraq Conflicts
And it gives us an opportunity to say “Thank you” for the sacrifice that so many made - so that we in the United Kingdom can enjoy peace 

The Bible is a book of Memories too. 
But it is more than just a book of memories. 
In it we are reminded how GOD wants us to live
The rules that God has given us for living - are not rules to curtail our joy in life. 
Quite the contrary – they are given – as Jesus 
said: so that we may have life and life in abundance 
Try and imagine playing a game of football with no rules. It would be chaos!
So it is with us when we fail to remember the rules of life that God has given us.
In this reading from Matthew we are challenged to recognise his ideas as the rule and not the exception, both as individuals and society. 
I wonder what would happen if we sought to make the words of Christ come to life in our personal relationships, international relationships, political relationships and economic relationships. 
I can’t answer that because in the 2000 years since we were given the Sermon on the Mount we have failed to take it seriously because it contains ideas that make us nervous. And because we have failed to implement the basics that Christ laid out for us we have ended up with a pretty messed up society and church. 

The Sermon on the Mount is not a pipe dream. 
It is a set of principles that we can live by, if we couldn’t live by them then God wouldn’t have asked us to.

Our challenge is to hear those words and say that as an individual, as a church, as leaders in authority in Calderdale in our homes , in our work place in our schools, we commit ourselves to live radical lives changed by what we are asked to do.
We are called to be meek that means not putting ourselves first
To hunger and thirst for righteousness that means wanting right things to happen, to be fair, to turn away from wrong things
To be peacemakers that means to avoid violence, to make peace, to listen to others not fight them
To be pure in heart that about our thoughts and attitudes which should be caring, understanding
To be persecuted for righteousness, so when we do right and others get at us criticise us ridicule us its Ok
[bookmark: _GoBack]Let us be THE generation who learns from our history and makes a difference who are prepared to live radically changed lives and so to change things around us

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
Matthew 5:1-12
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