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Welcome To our September magazine. 

There is definitely a local theme this month, as you will find out when  

perusing the magazine.  Hopefully there will also be a couple of surprises!   

First off, we send our congratulations to young Scarlett Rose Farrar and her 

parents, Matthew Farrar and Chloe Ruth Briscoe.  

Scarlet was baptized on Sunday 24th August at St 

John’s. Her Godparents were Maria Louise Bouckley 

and Kayne Alexander Crosswaite. 

 

ClipArt company’s must be a bit behind the times.  I 

couldn't find a picture of women vicars baptising 

children.  There were lots of photographs but no clipart.  So the above picture 

will have to do. 

Happy reading 

Alan 

Actor Chris Chittell  

(plays Eric Pollard  

in Emerdale) 

Opens the  

Cragg Vale  

Country Fair 



Planning for the future. 

One Saturday in early August some of the folk 

from St. John’s gathered together to discuss 

our future plans for the church after our 

refurbishment has been completed.  Which 

things we want to carry on with, what we could 

do better and what we no longer think we want 

to do.  These are always difficult decisions to 

make and so everyone who comes to church 

was invited to come along and have their say. 

We didn’t finish our task completely and so we 

had another look at it on the following Sunday 

morning. 

What we have decided so far is that we would like to encourage more 

participation in leading our worship.  So we have two plans for doing this.  

Firstly I would like people to volunteer to lead the intercessions.  I need to say 

right here that I know people find this really difficult, so to make it as easy as 

possible, we will provide prayers for people to use or not as they want.  So if 

you don’t feel comfortable writing prayers you can read ones that other 

people have written instead. 

Secondly, I want to form a ‘Music and Worship’ group.  Their role will be help 

me plan and lead special services.  Our first meeting will be to plan Harvest.  

If you would like to join this group or lead the intercessions please see me, 

Geraint or Amanda. 

The other thing we thought about was involving children in the life of the 

church and we had some great ideas for doing this.  Such as making more of 

Mothering Sunday, perhaps with a Saturday gift-making session the day 

before.  Is this the sort of thing you might like to be involved in?  if it is, again 

have a chat with Amanda, Geraint or myself. 

God bless 

 

Cathy 



Mary Wades 

I just wanted to let all my mum’s friends from Cragg Church know that 

she has now moved full time to Calderbank House Care Home. 

She has settled well, has a lovely room and is well taken care of.  

Visitors are always welcome so if anyone wishes to call on her that 

would be really nice. 

Her new address: 

Calderbank House 

Care Home 

Shaw Wood Road 

Todmorden 

OL14 6DA 

Tel 01706 816188 

For directions travel 

through Hebden Bridge towards Todmorden. Shaw Wood road is the 

first left turn after Eastwood Council tip,  then turn immediate left 

again where there is a sign and allocated parking. 

        Margaret Greenwood 

At the July meeting of the PCC a  report on the progress of the 

start of the re ordering of the Church looked very hopeful with tenders to be 

issued by 1 August 2014  (However don’t get too excited as this did not 

happen and we are still awaiting a start date) 

There was discussion about the state of the graveyard and especially the 

part where the cremated remains are buried.  There is strimming to do now 

that the wild flowers have set seed and the paths need clearing.  Any help 

will be gratefully received.  During the last month Geraint Harris ran a First 

Aid course in the back room of the Church.  

A request was received for help with delivering magazines – could you 

help?        Beryl Horsfall 



CONGRATULATIONS AMY  

There was a bit of misleading news in the 

current Hebden Bridge Times – in the 

sport pages . It featured Amy Oliver, and 

referred to her a a Tod girl when in reality 

she is from Cragg Vale.  

Amy is a 17 year old Cragg Vale girl who 

attends Calder High, and who still lives in 

the village with her family  

We congratulate Amy on becoming 

Working Hunter First Reserve Champion, 

at the 2014  National Trailblazer 

Championships held over  10 days 

recently at Stonleigh Park in 

Warwickshire, riding her horse,   Frodo.  

This repeats her Championship win in 

2013. 

The Working Hunter events are her main interest, but she also enjoys both 

cross country and dressage.   Obviously a star to watch !    

          Hugh Morgan   

The Talbots at 

 St Michael’S  

Flower Festival 



This wonderful memory by Michael Redman is about his much loved 

father Wallace Redman who sadly died recently. 

Running off the tractor. 

Dad's tractor, a 1958 

Fergie 65, was a 

monument to his 

optimism.  He kept it up 

the concrete strips, a 

steep track above the 

farm. This was because it 

had no working starter 

motor or battery, or in fact 

any electrical systems at 

all.  It had to be "run off", 

and then kept running until 

the day's work was done.  "Whatever you do, don't stall the tractor!" was 

the mantra we lived by through our early teens. 

On cold winter mornings dad would have to warm it up a bit before starting 

by holding flaming brands of diesel soaked paper sacks against its 

essential parts.  He boasted he could start it in any weather with just two 

or at the most three corn sacks.  When the accrued oily gunge on the side 

of the engine block was well a light dad would leap into the seat, put it in 

third, release the one remaining working brake, and peering through a pall 

of smoke and flame, with his flat cap turned backwards so it didn't blow 

off, go careering down the track.  Instinct told him when to release the 

clutch, the wheels would slurr and bite, the engine would cough and 

chugg, clouds of white smoke would billow out from both ends of the old 

bit of asbestos pipe that had long ago replaced the chimney, the dense 

white clouds contrasting nicely with the black smoke and yellow flame 

from the engine block.  Then came The Decision, if he was confident it 

was going to start he would aim to turn up hill at the junction at the bottom 

of the track, if not he must turn downhill and try again, and he had little 

time to decide because there was a lot of free play in the steering and it 

took a great deal of vigorous cranking of the steering wheel to get even 

the smallest directional response from the tractor.  But it usually started.  



All he had to do then was beat out the flames, rush to the well, fill up a 

container with water, close the radiator tap, fill it up, and he was ready for off. 

He'd set out up the road leaning hard over to the right to avoid breathing in 

the exhaust fumes.  "Best tractor I've ever had" he'd often say. 

That tractor was kept going on optimism.  Optimism was a strong force in my 

dad.  In his final years, when bits of him broke down, or wore out or stopped 

working, he kept going, starting up each morning and relishing the prospect 

of another day, whatever it might bring.     

He was our hero.  

**************** 

Performance , Pantomimes and Producers 

Are there any potential Authors/Playwrights out there in Cragg?  

The re-formation of our church looks as if it will shortly be going ahead so 

maybe by this time next year it 

will be time to put on our 

Pantomime! 'Oh, no it won't', I 

hear you cry but 'Oh yes it will!'  

I want to reply. Either way the 

time will come when we can 

stage our traditional pantomime 

and we are looking for a real 

Cragg 'do'. 

Do you feel able to write, 

produce, direct, choreograph or 

anything else that belongs in 

this category - so that we can 

make a real community event for the reopening of the church and community 

centre? Please have a go if you feel so inclined; on your own or as a group 

and if we get more than one there's always another time/year, eh? 

Please hand any copy into the magazine editor or any church member - 

please ensure that you label with your full contact details. 

         Sylvia Maudsley 



On September 2, 1752, an odd happening occurred that's still 

keeping 

genealogists on 

their toes. On that 

day, the British 

Isles and all the 

English colonies, 

including America, 

lost 11 days--

September 3 

through 13. People went to sleep and when they awoke the next morning, 

the date had changed to September 14. There were riots in rural villages 

since the people thought the government was trying to cheat them out of 11 

days of their lives.  

The Gregorian Calendar, also known as the “Western Calendar” or 

“Christian Calendar”, is the most widely accepted calendar around the 

world today. Its predecessor, the Julian Calendar, was replaced because it 

did not correctly reflect the tropical year or solar year marked by Earth's 

revolution around the Sun. To get back in step with astronomical reality, a 

number of days were dropped in the new calendar, creating irregular 

months. 

The Julian Calendar moves slightly slower than the Gregorian Calendar, 
introducing an error of 1 day every 128 years. This means that the 
difference between the two calendar systems increases slowly over time. 
The papal bull issued by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 decreed that 10 days 
be dropped when switching to the Gregorian Calendar. However, many 
countries chose to introduce the new calendar in later years. The later the 
switch occurred, the more days had to be omitted. Hence when Britain 
changed in 1752 it was 11 days. 

The Gregorian Calendar is not perfect either, though somewhat more 
precise: it is off by only 1 day in 3236 years. 

http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/gregorian-calendar.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/julian-calendar.html


St John’s Flower Ladies display 
‘Edwardian Fashion’  

at St Michael’s Flower Festival 

"The best way to garden is to put on a wide-brimmed straw hat and 

some old clothes.  And with a hoe in one hand and a cold drink in the 

other, tell somebody else where to dig." 

-  Texas Bix Bender, Don't Throw in the Trowel   



 YORKSHIRE COUNTRYWOMEN'S ASSOCIATION  

CRAGG VALE BRANCH 

The Speaker for the 

August Meeting was Ray 

Riches, whose subject was 

The Little Theatre' In 1905 

a group of Readers of 

Plays started in the Co-Op 

halls with a presentation of 

The Walls of Jericho'. They 

had programmes made which were full of adverts which helped expenses. 

The Readers then tried the Picture House but this was a disaster as it was 

Too Big'. They then joined the National Little Theatre Group and for a 

while used the Band Hut on Calder Holmes Park. They built their own 

stage in the band room and borrowed 200 chairs from the local school 

which then had to go back to the school after the show. At this time they 

were getting an audience of around 250 a night. During the war years it 

was a struggle to keep going. 

In l977 the group moved into the Trades Club, but during this time 

audiences suffered due to the television era. In l986 someone put a lit 

firework through the door causing a fire. They managed to save about 

25% of their equipment. £70.000 was raised to re-build with help from a 

local benefactor and the use of a barge 

in the canal nearby for a 'bar' was 

perfect. 

Muriel Morgan thanked Ray for a 

fascinating insight into the life of the 

'Little Theatre' and this had brought 

back lots of memories for members, 

June Mowbray won the competition and 

Rita O'Neill won the raffle.   

    Muriel Morgan 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=9jPcpQbIgtyvgM&tbnid=d0j1-ZliRJZeRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.writingwritespeeches.com%2Fcategories&ei=wqj8U-2RD7GR0QX5i4DACw&bvm=bv.73612305,d.ZGU&psig=AFQj


PARISH CONTACTS 

Vicar  

Revd Cathy Reardon   01422 883944   

cathyreardon@virginmedia.com 
 

Assistant Minister      

Revd Martin Macdonald   01422 881543 
 

Churchwardens 

Geraint Harris       01422 885183 

Amanda Farthing   01422 881508 
 

Magazine   

Alan Reardon   01422 883944 

Rotas for September 

Date Sidespeople Reader Server Coffee 

7th 

Sep 

Barry &  

Dorothy S  

Romans 13.8-end  

Pat B  

Gordon  

Nelson  

Doris  

14th 

Sep 

Sue C &  

Margaret G  

Romans 14.1-12  

Hilary  

Terry  

Wilkinson  

Carol  

21st 

Sep 

Sylvia M &    

Doris W  

Philippians 1.21-

end  

Jackie K  

Margaret 

Greenwood  

Anne &  

Beryl  

28th 

Sep 

Pam & Ed T  Philippians 2.1-13  

Ed T  

Mary Hey  Dorothy & 

Barry  

5th 

Oct 

Betty D &  

Beryl H  

Philippians 3.4b-

14  

Doris H  

Gordon  

Nelson  

Doris 



Forthcoming Events in September 

September 

1st 7:30pm Churches Together Committee meet at Shoulder of Mutton 

5th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

 7:30pm Quiz Night at St Michael’s 

8th  YCA Harvest Supper 

12th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

15th 6.30pm PCC meet  

19th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

26th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

 

October 

3rd 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

 7:30pm Quiz Night at St Michael’s 

11th Harvest Supper. (details to follow) 

12th  9.30am Harvest Festival Service. 

A full list of both Churches events/pictures and lots more can 

be found on the website :  

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/ 

Deadline for October magazine is 20th September 


