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The Millionaire 

At a church meeting a very wealthy man rose to tell the rest of those 

present about his Christian faith. "I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I 

attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my life. I remember that 

turning point in my faith. I had just earned my first pound and I went 

to a church meeting that night. The speaker was a missionary who 

told about his work. I knew that I only had a pound and had to either 

give it all to God's work or nothing at all. So at 

that moment I decided to give my whole pound 

to God. I believe that God blessed that 

decision, and that is why I am a rich man 

today." 

He finished and there was an awed silence at 

his testimony as he moved toward his seat. As 

he sat down a little old lady sitting in the same 

pew leaned over and said to him: "I dare you to 

do it again." 

Hi everyone 

Welcome to our October magazine.  October is Harvest time and I do 

hope you can all come to the Harvest Supper and service on the 11th 

& 12th. 

In the next month we celebrate not only Harvest but also All Saints’ 

Day and Bible Sunday.  If you are a reader please take note of your 

readings which may have changed. They are listed on the rota page 

towards the back of the magazine.  

You should find a Gift Aid envelope inside this magazine.  Have a 

read of what Pat says about Gift Aid and if you wish to make a 

donation then please do so.  But do not feel obliged. 

Happy reading 

Alan 



Rosie’s Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 

Last time I wrote I explained to you 

why dogs  are more spiritual than 

people.  I hope you have had time to 

think about it and realise I have told 

you the truth. 

Today I want to tell you another truth that you may find hard to 

accept and it might even challenge your faith.  Dogs are not only 

more spiritual, they are more honest than people.  I hang around with 

Alan because he feeds me, takes me for walks and looks after me.  I 

like him and see him as my leader and want to be with him wherever 

he goes.  No if’s or buts I will go with him. But I know it’s because of 

the former I am attached and follow him.  I am honest. 

People say they go to Church to worship God.  FULL STOP. 

I say they go to Church to worship God as long as that worship is in 

the form they like, as long as it fulfils their need, as long as it is in a 

way they relate too.  Is that going to Church to worship God or fulfil 

ones needs? 

You see people fool themselves that they go to worship God.  If that 

is the case one would go no matter what and yet many by their 

actions add ‘as long as it is how I like it’. 

Have a think about it and you will see I am right 

Rosie the truth teller. 

 



A big Thank you to everyone who donates through Gift Aid and 

Free Will. We have just received monies back to us through claiming 

for the gift aid and free will offerings and this amounts to over £2700 

so it has been very worthwhile. As everyone knows we are re 

ordering St Johns and we need quite a big amount to do this so all 

your contributions however large or small help very much. We are 

combining Gift Day and Harvest this year so we hope everyone will 

support these. 

 

Sam Harris, (Geraint and Julie's 

younger son) is one of three 

Mytholmroyd Scout Group members 

to be selected to be part of the UK's 

International Service Team (IST) at 

the World Scout Jamboree in Japan 

next year. The IST will  work hard at 

everything from cleaning toilets to 

distributing food to running activities for the 30,000 young people 

(scouts and guides from all around the world) who will be partici-

pants at the Jamboree. Although the IST will be working they still 

have to raise £2800 to do so! As part of his fundraising, Sam is sell-

ing Cragg Vale postcards (made up of 5 photographic  images of 

Bonfire Night will be on Friday 

November 7th at 'Springfield', 

Cragg Road, Cragg Vale. The 

bonfire will be lit at 6pm and 

fireworks will be at 6.30pm. 

Refreshments will be available. 



Race for Life - Thank you! 

Once again many of the readers of the parish newsletter were kind 

enough to sponsor 

me to raise funds 

for Cancer 

Research at the 

Halifax Race for 

Life, for 5K on 

Savile Park in July. 

It was a well 

attended event and 

the atmosphere 

was full of enthusiasm and determination to excel in our own personal  

achievement.  

Through your generosity I was able to submit £212.50 to the research 

for which I am very grateful. Thank you, each and everyone. 

Sylvia Maudsley 

The Horse 

A preacher trained his horse to go when 

he said, "Praise the Lord," and to stop 

when he said, "Amen". The preacher 

mounted the horse, said, "Praise the 

Lord" and went for a ride.  

 

When he wanted to stop for lunch, he said, "Amen".  

 

He took off again, saying, "Praise the Lord".  

 

The horse started going toward the edge of the cliff. The preacher got 

excited and said, "Whoa!". Then he remembered and said, "Amen", 

so the horse stopped at the edge. The preacher was so relieved that 

he looked up to heaven and said, "Praise the Lord!" 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=bGB7Dbgohakr7M&tbnid=lENDYQm69WUq_M:&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dreamstime.com%2Fstock-photos-rearing-horse-image26766173&ei=K28gVPrSNPf-sATu7oD4Bg&bvm=bv.7577


The Harvest Song 
Let us sing a sweet song, a song that's of praise 

For our crops to be ripened and harvesting days 

 

For the fruits of the soil, for barley and wheat 

Maize, oats and corn, that our children will eat 

 

For the evening sun on the newly mown hay 

For the farmer still working in the dusk of the day 

 

For the apples and pears still ripe on the trees 

For the fill of the honey pot, the toil of the bees 

 

Blackberry picking, will uplift our song 

Tasting juices of autumn we'll all sing along 

 

Let us sing at crescendo for the fruits of the vine 

The lush of the grapes, the full bodied wine 

 

When the harvest is done, our glasses we'll raise 

And thank mother earth who deserves so much praise. 

by Deirdre Omaidin  

http://www.poetrysoup.com/poems_poets/poem_detail.aspx?
ID=174863 



Hopefully you are all aware that St John’s supports the Food Drop In 

and regular contributions from the church family are taken there. 

However, sadly, I need to inform you that all food centres are 

struggling  with the ever increasing demand for help.  Tod is no 

exception, with demand outstripping supply.  The centre currently 

needs to nearly double its monthly income to meet its outgoing 

demand.  so they are asking people if possible to increase any 

monetary or goods donations.  They are in particular need of   

Tea 

Coffee 

Tinned meat 

Duvets  

Money 

Dried Food 

Tinned Food 

Our Harvest Service is  

on Sunday 12th October.   

 

Please try to bring Harvest gifts that 

will go to the Food Bank in Todmorden 



YORKSHIRE COUNTRYWOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

There was no speaker for September as this was out annual Harvest 

Supper.  16 members enjoyed a superb three course, Jacob’s Join Meal.  

An after dinner quiz was provided by Betty Disley which was fun and tested 

our memory skills.  This was an enjoyable evening.  Members are 

reminded of the MacMillan Coffee Morning on Friday 26th September to be 

held at June and Richard Redman’s house, ‘Underwood’ Cragg Road. 

The speaker for the October meeting will be someone from the National 

Trust to talk about Gibson Mill.  The competition will be a countryside 

photo. 

Muriel Morgan 

Gibson Mill, built in around 1800, is situated within Hardcastle Crags 

woodland beside 

Hebden Water. It was 

one of the first mills of 

the Industrial 

Revolution. The mill 

was driven by a water 

wheel and produced 

cotton cloth up until 

1890. In 1833, twenty 

one workers were 

employed, each working 

around seventy two 

hours per week and living in the adjacent mill workers’ cottages. 

In the early 1900s, Gibson Mill began to be used as an ‘entertainment 

emporium’ for the local people. It offered dining saloons, a dance hall, a 

roller-skating rink, refreshment kiosks and boating on the mill pond. After 

the Second World War, the mill slipped into disuse, and was acquired by 

the National Trust in 1950.  



Harvest  Festival  Crop   Corn 

Wheat  Vegetables  Fruit   Farmer 

Produce  Bread   Seeds   Garden 

Field   Plough 



 

PCC Report 

Once again there is not much to report.  The alterations to the Church 

are still in the pipeline. 

The Away morning which was held at St Hilda’s Cowcliffe was a suc-

cess in that we discussed how we want our Church to develop in its 

spiritual life. 

Otherwise we were sorting out the general business of the 

Church.  One thing we did discuss was the distribution of the maga-

zines and if you could help by delivering a few it would be a great 

help.  If you can, will you please get in touch with either Sylvia Mauds-

ley or Hugh Morgan. 

This year we are combining Harvest Festival celebrations with our Gift 

Day.  On Saturday 11 October there will be a Harvest Supper and on 

Sunday 12 October a service celebrating Harvest and Gift Day. 

Beryl Horsfall 



PARISH CONTACTS 

Vicar  

Revd Cathy Reardon   01422 883944   

cathyreardon@virginmedia.com 
 

Assistant Minister      

Revd Martin Macdonald   01422 881543 
 

Churchwardens 

Geraint Harris       01422 885183 

Amanda Farthing   01422 881508 
 

Magazine   

Alan Reardon   01422 883944    

alanreardon@virginmedia.com 

Rotas for October 

Date Sidespeople Reader Server Coffee 

5th 

Oct 

Betty D &  

Beryl H  

Philippians 3.4b-

14  

Doris H  

Gordon  

Nelson  

Doris 

12th 

Oct 

Barry & 

Dorothy S. 

2 Corinthians 9v6-15 

Gordon 

Terry  

Wilkinson  

Carol  

19th 

Oct 

Sylvia M &    

Doris W  

1 Thessalonians 1.1-10  

Carol W 

Margaret 

Greenwood  

Anne &  

Beryl  

26th  

Oct 

Sue C.   & 

Margaret G. 

Colossians 3v12-17 

Ann K 

Mary Hey  Dorothy & 

Barry  

2nd 

Nov 

Pam & Ed T  1 John 4.1-3  

Sylvia M 

Gordon 

Nelson 

Doris 



Forthcoming Events in October 

October 

3rd 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

 7:30pm Quiz Night at St Michael’s 

6th 7:30pm Churches Together Committee meet at Robin Hood 

10th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

11th 6pm Harvest Supper.  

12th  9.30am Harvest Festival Service. 

13th  YCA Meet. National trust -Gibson Mill 

17th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

20th 6.30pm PCC meet  

21st  7pm Book Club meet at St Michael’s 

24th 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

31st 9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

November 

7th  9am  Morning Prayers in the Erringden Room at St Michael’s 

 6pm Bonfire & Fireworks at 'Springfield', Cragg Road  

 7:30pm Quiz Night at St Michael’s 

A full list of both Churches events/pictures and lots more can 

be found on the website :  

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/ 

Deadline for November magazine is 20th October 


