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Hello everybody and welcome to our June edition of the magazine. 

The format of the magazine has been revamped, no rotas or calendar 

items that are standard monthly events. One off events will be covered 

in the magazine.  The weekly Erringden Eagle newsletter will contain 

the ‘next 3 weeks standard events and rotas.’ 

For one off events will organisers please make sure they pass the 

details onto me as it will be a shame if they are not advertised.  The 

sooner I have the details the better. 

Favourites like Rosie’s Ramblings will continue. In fact Rosie starts off 

this months magazine with quite a thought provoking experience she 

had when she was young.  In fact she starts a major theme that runs 

through the magazine. 

To celebrate the Queens 90th birthday we have a quiz to test your 

’Queen knowledge.’ 

                                                                                         Alan 

 

 

 

 

  



Seeing the news reminded me of my early days 

and the thought of it still sends shivers down my 

spine.  I was lost, lonely and hungry.  I spent my time scavenging, 

hunting, looking for somewhere safe to rest my weary head.  You see 

I was abandoned, cast out and homeless.  

After a short period of time wandering, I was captured and imprisoned 

in a detention centre with many other dogs. We all waited and stared 

through the wire fencing wondering why it had come to this. Why are 

they doing this to us, all we wanted was a home, a place to be safe 

and people to be our friends.  Instead we were herded into pens and 

locked up like criminals, our hopes of a new life dashed, we counted 

for nothing. 

Then one day as I sat staring through the wire two people came and 

took me for a walk.  I hoped I could go with them and escape from this 

prison. Anywhere would be better.  But back to the cell I went.  Then 

about a week later I was free, a new home, new friends, new 

adventures and plenty of walks. They had came back for me. 

So I sit looking at the television, looking at those sad faces as they 

stare through the barbed wire.  What hope do they have?  What 

wrong have they done to deserve to be imprisoned behind the wire? 

Why won’t people help them?  

I was lucky I got a new home and a place to live.  I suspect they won’t 

be so lucky.  Perhaps they should have just stayed in the place they 

fled from and simply excepted their fate.  They escape from a place of 

no hope, no future for them or their children to a place of no hope, no 

future for them or their children.  Can this really be happening?  

Rosie the ex Refugee. 

       

Rosie’s Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 



1. How many prime ministers has she seen come and go and can 

you name them? 

2. How many other British kings and queens have reigned for 50 

years or more? Can you name them?  

3. When is her real birthday? 

4. How many godchildren does she have? 

5. True or false: the Queen is the first British monarch to have cel-

ebrated a Diamond Wedding anniversary. 

6. Where did the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh marry? 

7. How tall is she? 

8. The Queen owns all of what kind of bird in Britain? 

9. What year did Her Majesty launch the Royal Yacht Britannia? 

10. What unusual gift did the Queen receive from the President of 

Cameroon in 1972? 

11. How many Royal thrones does she have? 

12. What was the first football match the Queen attended? 

How Well Do You Know The Queen 



 

Answers 

1. 12  -  Winston Churchill ;Sir Anthony Eden;  Harold Macmillan;  Sir 
Alec Douglas-Home;  Harold Wilson;  Edward Heath; James 
Callaghan;  Margaret Thatcher;  John Major; Tony Blair;  Gordon 
Brown;  David Cameron; 

2. 5  -Victoria (63 years); George III (59 years); Henry III (56                               
   years); Edward III (50 years)  ;James VI of Scotland (James I of   
 England) (58 years) 

3. 21 April, 1926 

4. 30 

5. True 

6. Westminster Abbey  

7. 5ft 4in  

8. Mute swans 

9. 1953 

10. A bull elephant 

11. 9 

12. The 1953 FA Cup Final  



The unstoppable force of 

refugees fleeing to Europe has in 

various places hit the immovable object 

of an attitude that there is no room at 

the inn. Spaces are filled. Migrants 

should be kept out, in order to preserve 

jobs, health and welfare services. In an 

environment of austerity, where 

economic cuts have hit people hard, this 

cold-heartedness in part derives from a 

deep sense of insecurity. 

At this time it is worth remembering that 

Jesus of Nazareth is in the Bible 

presented exactly as one that would be rejected by such European 

countries: a refugee child. 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus’ (adoptive) father, Joseph, and 

mother, Mary, live in Bethlehem, a town in Judaea near Jerusalem. It 

is assumed to be their home village. Certain magi (“wise men”/

astrologers) come from “the East” to Herod, the Roman client king of 

Judaea, looking to honour a new ruler they have determined by a 

“star,” and Jesus 

is identified as the 

one. All this is bad 

news to Herod, 

and Herod acts in 

a pre-emptive 

strike against the 

people of 

Bethlehem and its 

environs. He kills 

all boys under two 

years of age in an 

atrocity that is 

traditionally known as “the massacre of the innocents” (Matthew 2.16–

18). 



But Joseph had been 

warned beforehand, in a 

dream’ of Herod’s 

intentions to kill little 

Jesus, and the family fled 

to Egypt. It is not until 

Herod died that Joseph 

and Mary dared return, 

and then they avoided 

Judaea: Joseph “was 

afraid to go 

there” (Matthew 2.22) because Herod’s son was in charge. Instead 

they found a new place of refuge, in Nazareth of Galilee, far from 

Bethlehem. 

Jesus’ earliest years were then, according to the Gospel of Matthew, 

spent as a refugee in a foreign land, and then as a displaced person in 

a village a long way from his family’s original home. 

The first-century Jewish historian Josephus, portrays Herod as 

paranoid about any possible threat to his rule. He killed his own sons 

and had few qualms about killing anyone else’s. As Augustus quipped, 

“I would rather be Herod’s pig than his son” (Macrobius, Saturnalia 

2:4; since pigs are not butchered by Jews). 

 

We know also that Jews fled from troubles in Judaea of many kinds in 

the third–first centuries B.C.E., and that Egypt was one of the places 

they went to as refugees. Josephus comments on the problematic 

revolutionaries (and their children) that fled there after the First Jewish 

Revolt (66–70 C.E.; Jewish War 7: 407–419), but they were following 

a well-worn path. 

Many epitaphs and inscriptions, as well as historical sources, testify to 

a thriving Jewish expatriate community in Egypt made up of earlier 

refugees that could be joined by others. However, just like today, new 

refugees were not welcome. A letter of the emperor Claudius, written 

in 41 C.E., states that Jews in Alexandria lived in “a city not their own” 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/people-cultures-in-the-bible/people-in-the-bible/titus-flavius-josephus-and-the-prophet-jeremiah/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/the-masada-siege/
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-sites-places/biblical-archaeology-sites/the-masada-siege/


in which they were “not to bring in or invite Jews who sail down to 

Alexandria from Syria[-Palaestina]” 

A remembrance of Jesus’ family in Egypt is preserved in Matariya, in 

the suburbs of Cairo at Heliopolis, a spot understood to be a stopping 

place on the holy family’s flight, and it is probably the most important 

site in the world for anyone wishing to contemplate Joseph, Mary and 

Jesus as refugees. 

For new refugees, as anywhere, life would have been very hard. The 

first-century Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria tells us of the 

consequences of poverty, which could result in enslavement (Special 

Laws 2.82). Presumably, Jewish charity and voluntary giving through 

the synagogue would have helped a struggling refugee family, but 

they would also have been reliant on the kindness of strangers. 

The legacy of being a refugee and a newcomer to a place far from 

home is something that I think informed Jesus’ teaching. When he 

started his mission, he took up the life of a displaced person with 

“nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew 8.20; Luke 9.58). He asked those 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-near-eastern-world/chapel-king-nectanebo-i-ancient-heliopolis-egypt/


who acted for him to go out without a bag or a change of clothing, 

essentially to walk along the road like destitute refugees who had 

suddenly fled, relying on the generosity and hospitality of ordinary 

people whose villages they entered (Mark 6.8–11; Matthew 10.9–11; 

Luke 9.3). It was the villagers’ welcome or not to such poor wanderers 

that showed what side they were on: “And if any place will not receive 

you and refuse to hear you, shake off the dust on your feet when you 

leave, for a testimony to them” (Mark 6.11). 

Taken from an article Jesus Was a Refugee 

Jesus the refugee child in the Gospel of Matthew 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org 

 

Editors comment 

Does Europe and Britain stand on the brink of judgement because of 

our determination to reject and push away the Syrian refugees? Our 

stance of anywhere but here grates against Jesus words. Are we by 

our actions pushing Jesus away?        

Joan E. Taylor   •  12/05/2016 

In the 

Erringden Room 

St Michael’s Church 

Saturday 11th June 

2.30-5.30pm 

£5 



 



Latest News from on the reordering at  

St. John’s? 

Many of you are asking, what’s happening at St. 
John’s?  What’s the hold up? 
You probably remember that a year last February, we 
confidently removed the pews from the church and 
were worrying about the May Day Fete and whether 
school would be able to have activities on the grass be-
cause of the building work we thought would be starting 
in April or May! 
 
Since then, nothing has happened.  Service have con-
tinued at the back of the church and there is a great big 
empty space in the church itself.  But we haven’t been 
standing still. 
 
After a lot of struggle we are now finally ready to send the work out to 
tender again (the job went out to tender at this time last year but 
quotes came in too expensive). This time, following protracted efforts 
to secure the approval of the Diocese for more time and a reduction in 
scope to reduce costs, we hope that it will be a successful process 
and work can finally begin. 
 
This will be the first phase of the work which will give us under-floor 
heating and a new floor in the church itself.  In the back part we will 
have new toilets and a kitchen fitted.   Upstairs there will be a larger 
room for meetings.  The church will be decorated throughout and fur-
nished with upholstered wooden chairs (kindly donated by 
Mytholmroyd Methodist Church when their Church had to close.  After 
this a new organ will be coming and ‘normal services will be resumed’ 
as the saying goes. 
 
Many people have seen the church empty of pews and have com-
mented that it will be a wonderful space when it’s completed.  We are 
hoping that the church will be seen as a really useful place for all the 
community to use for all sorts of activities. 
 
We will keep you posted on our progress! 

Cathy, Ed and Julie 



Visit us on our website or social media 

 

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/640043109395257/ 

https://twitter.com/EBenefice 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/131230091@N08/sets/

with/72157653777335906 

Deadline for July magazine is 15th June 

PARISH CONTACTS 

Vicar  
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Lay Reader 
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St Michael’s Hall Bookings   07948 105509                                             

(Due to floods the hall is not available until further notice) 

St Michael’s services are at 11.15am in the Roman Catholic Church 

each Sunday.   


