
MAGAZINE August 2016 



 
Well another month has come and gone and it’s time for 
our August edition of the magazine. 
 
 I was talking to a fellow dog walker the other day and during our 
conversation he gave me an alternate definition to the phrase ‘mend 
your ways’.  I and most dictionaries understand it to mean  
improve one's habits or behaviour. 
 
However he suggested its meaning goes 
back to a time when the demand for roads 
as a means of transport and moving goods 
around became essential to businesses.  
Workers were given two or three days off 
around the August Bank holiday, not to 
rest, but to repair the roads infrastructure.  
If businesses did not release their staff 
they were told in no uncertain terms they 
needed to mend their ways.  The inference 
being they needed to mend the highways 
and byways that connected their 
businesses to the outside world. It was their 
duty. 
 
So to carry on the theme, later in the 
magazine you will find a set of such 
phrases.  Why not see how many you know. 
 
Rosie has another mind boggling theory.  Just thinking about what 
she says hurts my brain.  See if you can get your mind round the 
concept of what she says. I wonder where on earth does she get her 
theology from? 
 
We will start off with a ‘positive attitude word search’ to get you in the 
right mind for a read. 
 
Anyway, enough of my ramblings. I am getting more like Rosie  
  
                                                                                                   Alan 
 
 
 
 





                                                                         

I was watching the Hobbit the other night with Alan and Cathy and I 

was struck by the fact that in the film some races like the Elves live a 

lot longer than other races like the humans.  The Elves lived hundreds 

of years and many generations of humans passed in the lifespan of 

an elf. 

Then I got annoyed because that is so unfair.  Take me for instance I 

will be lucky to make fifteen.  Fifteen is way, way too short. Why 

should my life be so short?  I have only just got going.  In the twinkling 

of an eye my time has come and gone.  Do you feel like that? 

Does it seem like only yesterday 

that you had fallen in love, 

started your first job, the world 

was your oyster.  Life was just 

getting going. Then suddenly it 

has passed you by.  Your bones 

are old, your senses fade, your 

partner dies. You are left 

wondering where has it gone.  

Life has passed you by.  Well 

imagine how I feel.  Fifteen!!! that is way, way to short. It is not fair at 

all. 

I blame time myself, it governs our lives from cradle to grave then just 

spits us out without a care, assigning us to the annuls of history.  Just 

think without time you would live for ever, never be early or late. No 

deadlines to meet, no years to age you. In the prime of your life 

forever.  Yes, time has a lot to answer for.  We would all be better off 

without it. Just think for a second how it controls our lives. There is 

Rosie’s Ramblings from 
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nothing we do that is not governed by time.    

Everything within our existence is governed and controlled by it.   

What would life be like without time? 

We, me, I need to escape from time. 

God seems to be the only one who is not governed by time.  Perhaps 

He made it as part of creation. Which brings me to the conclusion that 

to escape time and live, really live, I need to be with God outside of 

time. 

Two Bible 

passages have 

always puzzled 

me as they 

seem to 

contradict each 

other.  One tells 

us that at the 

last trumpet all 

those who have 

died believing 

in Jesus Christ 

will be raised to 

life.  Which seems to imply they are in  a sort of limbo for perhaps 

thousands of years until Christ returns.  Yet, we are also told that 

when we die we go to be with God in Heaven.  How can these two 

concepts coexist at the same time?    

Well, if time does not exist then they can both be true and happening 

together as they are not governed by time but by the will and promise 

of God.  That concept blows my mind.  It’s like being in Doctor Who, 

except you're not travelling through time but outside it. Imagine every 

promise of God all at once forever. 

No time, no beginning, no end, forever.  Bring it on. 

                                                                                              Rosie  



 

Ann Ramsden 

Most of us in Cragg Vale 
remember Ann in her role in 
the Post Office with Mrs 
Reynolds and later at Mrs 
Lunn's house. She was 
always ready to help and 
assist anyone in her post 
office role but this kindness 
and interest was carried into 
her everyday life too.  She 
was an avid gardener, a 
loyal friend and a patient grandma along with many other attributes 
that people have mentioned about her.  

Ann came to Cragg Vale 58 years ago when she married Roland and 
both her children were born at Bank Terrace.  As her husband, son 
and grandson are all interested and/or make their living as motor 
mechanics, the flat above the garage at Vale Mill became her home in 
later years. 

In her 80th year, Ann's life ended unexpectedly on Friday 8th July 
2016. We extend our sympathy to her family - husband, children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren - keep them in your prayers as 
they entrust Ann to her eternal resting place. 

                                                                                                      Sylvia Maudsley 

Royd Regeneration's open meeting 
 

Tuesday August 2nd at 7.30pm at Mytholmroyd Cricket Club. 
 

Topics include:    
What to do with Brierley Fields,   
Community Centre update,  
Update on the Mytholmroyd Flood defence plan,   
Mytholmroyd Station,  
Neighbourhood plan.  
 
Meet  Shafiq Ahmed the newly appointed Mytholmroyd neighbour-
hood co-ordinator (flood recovery). 



Oliver Collinge 
It is with very  great sadness that we record the passing of Oliver 
Collinge, of Cragg Vale after a very stoic fight against cancer with 
tremendous fortitude, at the age of 28.  He  had already  begun what 
surely would have been a life of great promise and achievement. 
  
Born in Cragg  and living with his new wife Jessica on the opposite 
side of the valley, he will be long remembered for his friendliness and 
charm that complimented his competitive spirit as a  sportsman at 
Booth C.C. and  Heath Rugby clubs.        

  
 It is was as a Primary school 
teacher at Tuel Lane Primary school 
that he had made a real difference to 
the lives of many school children  - a 
future that has been very sadly 
curtailed,  typified by  the invitation 
made to his class on the occasion of 
his wedding to Jessica. 
  
Many people in Calderdale will have 
been touched by his presence, none 

more so than all his close personal friends....    Our sincere 
condolences go to Jessica and parents , Marie, Roy and brother 
Thomas and all their close family.   
                                                                                          Hugh Morgan 

Are you interested in the Environment Agencies flood defence plan 
for Mytholmroyd?  What will the plan look Like? Then why not pop 
along to The  E.A. Information Centre. It is located in the Community 
Centre car park.  

Opening hours: 

Monday 10am - 4pm 

Wednesday 1pm - 7pm 

 Friday 10am - 4pm 



Mary, Simeon or Anna: Who First Recognized 

Jesus as Messiah?  By Ben Witherington III published in 

Biblical Archaeology Society 
Being first to hear doesn’t always 

mean being first to understand. In 

Luke’s birth narrative, Mary is the first 

to be told that Jesus will be the 

messiah. Luke adds that she 

“treasures the words” the angel Gabriel 

speaks to her. But Mary is also 

puzzled by the divine message; she is 

“perplexed” when the angel greets her 

and must “ponder” the meaning of his 

words (Luke 1:29; see also 2:19). In 

this, Mary contrasts sharply with 

Simeon and Anna, two elderly 

individuals who happen to be in the 

Temple when Joseph and Mary bring the infant Jesus to Jerusalem for 

the first time. 

According to Luke 2:22–24, “[Joseph and Mary] brought him up to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 

Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 

Lord’ [quoting Exodus 13:2, 12]) and they offered a sacrifice according 

to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons’ [based on Leviticus 12:2–8].” 

At the Temple, the family is approached by a man named Simeon, 

who has been told by the Holy Spirit that he will not die until he has 

seen the messiah. (The same Spirit told him to go to the Temple that 

day, too.) Simeon takes Jesus in his arms and praises God: “Master, 

now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the 

presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 

glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:28–32). Having seen the messiah, 

Simeon is now prepared to die. 



Anna then approaches the Holy Family. She, too, recognizes Jesus as 

messiah, but she has a very different reaction: “At that moment, she 

came and began to speak about the child to all who were looking for 

the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38). She is 84 years old, 

according to Luke, and she does not want to die: She wants to tell 

others. Like the disciples who will follow her, she is driven to bear 

witness to what she has seen. Mary was the first to have the good 

news announced to her, but Anna is the first woman to understand 

fully and proclaim the good news. 

This is because in addition to wanting to tell people, Anna is a 

“prophetess” (Luke 2:36). In fact, she is the only woman in the New 

Testament explicitly described as a “prophetess.” She then stands in 

the line of figures like the 

judge, military leader and 

prophetess Deborah and the 

Jerusalem prophetess 

Huldah, who, in the days of 

King Josiah, was asked to 

verify that an ancient scroll 

(a form of Deuteronomy) 

discovered during Temple 

renovations was indeed the 

word of God (2 Kings 22). 

Unlike Simeon, Anna is not just visiting the Temple for the day; she is 

there all the time. According to Luke, Anna “never left the Temple but 

worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day” (Luke 2:37). 

Perhaps she was part of some sort of order of widows (Luke tells us 

her husband died after only seven years of marriage) who had specific 

religious functions in the Temple. She may have been able to 

undertake this role in the Temple because she was no longer in 

periodic states of ritual impurity caused by menstruation. 

Luke may also have seen Anna as the second witness in or around 

the Temple needed to validate Jesus’ significance. Deuteronomy 

19:15 stresses the importance of having two witnesses to validate an 

event. 



The pairing of Simeon and Anna reflects Luke’s penchant for male-

female parallelism when he writes about the recipients of divine 

blessing and salvation. The story of Jesus’ birth is framed by two such 

stories—that of Elizabeth and Zechariah in Luke 1 and Anna and 

Simeon in Luke 2. Interestingly, in both, the woman is portrayed as the 

more positive example of discipleship. The women are not only more 

receptive to the message, they are more willing to act upon it, with 

Elizabeth realizing that her cousin is carrying the messiah and praising 

God for this blessing and Anna spreading the good news. 

Alfred Plummer, in his classic commentary on Luke, suggested that 

the difference between Anna and Simeon provides a clue to Luke as a 

salvation historian, a chronicler of the mighty acts of God for his 

people through the ages. Yes, a messiah has arrived, as Simeon 

recognizes, but, as the prophetess Anna suggests, a new era, with a 

new and living voice of prophecy, has at the same time dawned.1 In 

this new era, the living voice of God will continue to speak about the 

messianic one. Anna is the first in a line of prophetic disciples who will 

speak about Jesus to all who were looking for the redemption of Israel. 

Not everyone can be a prophet, however. Mary, for example, does not 

fully understand what Anna immediately recognizes. And she won’t for 

several years. 

Twelve years after the 

presentation of Jesus in the 

Temple, the Holy Family returns 

to Jerusalem and Jesus returns to 

the Temple, this time by himself. 

Mary and Joseph search for him 

frantically for three days. When at 

last they find him listening to and 

asking questions of the teachers 

in the Temple, Mary asks, “Child, 

why have you treated us like this? 

Look, your father and I have been 

searching for you in great 



anxiety.” Jesus responds, “Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” But, Luke 

reports, “they did not 

understand what he said to 

them … [but] his mother 

treasured all these things in her 

heart” (Luke 2:48–51). The late 

New Testament scholar 

Raymond Brown wrote: “Luke’s 

idea is that complete 

acceptance of the word of God, 

complete understanding of who 

Jesus is, and complete 

discipleship is not yet possible. 

This will come through the 

ministry of Jesus and 

particularly through the cross 

and resurrection.” 

Organised by The Rotary Club of Hebden Bridge, the Vintage Weekend is an annual 
rally for vintage, veteran and classic vehicles held in the West Yorkshire Town of 
Hebden Bridge, in the heart of the South Pennines, On Calder Holmes Park, Hebden 
Bridge West Yorkshire, HX7 8EE. 
Over the weekend there is huge display of over 600 cars, motorcycles, military and 
commercial vehicles, with different classes and vehicles on each day. 
Around the perimeter of the showground there are stalls selling craft and gift items, 
autojumble and local produce. The on site caterers provide a wide variety of specialist 
food and drink. 



Sometimes it takes a disaster to bring out the good in people, as they 

strive to help each other. The Boxing Day floods are a good example 

in the way that people responded and helped each other.  Sometimes 

people just need the opportunity to show the good that is already in 

them.   

Early on after the floods one such name kept popping up everywhere, 

helping wherever he could in anyway he could. A real friend to the 

communities of the valley, no task too big or too small.  The strange 

thing was that he lives on the hills above Luddenden and was not 

affected by the floods.  His name is Trevor. 

As the weeks and months passed, his name kept popping up as he 

continued to help people. Then in May he was instrumental in setting 

up ’The Calder Valley Clean up group’  which has been instrumental in 

taking over 72 tons, by mid June, of rubbish out of the river Calder and 

it’s banks stretching from Walsden to Elland. 

At times help from the communities was sparse, numbers few, but he 

kept plugging on sometimes with only one or two people in a work 

party.  Why he did not just give up I don’t know—I think I would have. 

Although community help is still not great what he has organised and 

done with the help of the other group members has caught the 



attention of businesses and other voluntary groups who are willing to 

send help in the quest to clean the Calder from the debris strewn 

down it’s length.  

 

Help from a canoe club to 
train people so that 
canoes can be used to 
help gather rubbish.  First 
aid training in case of an 
accident. Food and 
materials donated to keep 
the volunteers going.  
Businesses sending staff 
volunteers to help.   The 
National Citizen Service is 
sending dozens of 
volunteers to help in the 
next couple of weeks.  
They will be in Mytholmroyd week commencing 2nd August. 
The work and aims have slightly changed as it is no longer just about 
clearing the river it is also now about improving the community as well. 
Just look at the list of aims they hope to achieve in Mytholmroyd. 
 
 Quite a few things for the pre-school, extending the baby play area, building a 

pram store, gardening, jet washing, some general DIY, treating fences etc 

• Communal gardens at Streamside Fold 

• Gardens at the station 

• Balsam bashing along the cycle way and an area near the tennis courts 

• Gardening at the bowling club 

• Painting communal stairways at Elphaborough Close  

• River clearance around Vale  

• Gardening and tidying up at Elphaborough 

 

My appeal to everyone is to help in some way during the week in 

Mytholmroyd.  Why not give an hour to help in the work. I know not 

everyone can physically help but perhaps you could bring a cake or 

refreshments.  Maybe just pop down and say thankyou for helping our 

community.   

                                                                                                                              Alan 



 

Here are some common sayings.  But what do they 

mean and where do they come from? 

Bite the Bullet 

Meaning: Accepting something difficult or 

unpleasant 

History: There was no time to administer anaesthesia 

before emergency surgery during battle. The surgeon 

made patients bite down on a bullet in an attempt to 

distract them from the pain. 

 

Butter someone up 
Meaning: To flatter someone 
History: An ancient Indian custom involved throwing 
balls of clarified butter at statues of the gods to seek favour. 
 
Cat got your tongue 
Meaning: Something said when a person is at a loss for words 
History: There are two possible 
sources for this common saying. The 
first refers to the cat-o’-nine-tails – a 
whip used by the English Navy for 
flogging. The whip caused so much 
pain that the victims were left 
speechless. The second refers to 
the practice of cutting out the 
tongues of liars and blasphemers 
and feeding them to cats. 
 

Caught Red handed 
Meaning: To be caught doing something 
wrong 
History: This saying originated because of a 
law. If someone butchered an animal that 
didn’t belong to him, he had to be caught 
with the animal’s blood on his hands to be 
convicted. Being caught with freshly cut 
meat did not make the person guilty. 
 
 



Don’t throw the baby out with the bath water 
Meaning: Hang on to valuable things 
when getting rid of unnecessary things 
History: During the 1500s, most people 
bathed once a year. Even when they did 
bathe, the entire family used the same 
tubful of water. The man of the house 
bathed first, followed by other males, then 
females, and finally the babies. You can 
imagine how thick and cloudy the water 
became by that time, so the infants’ 
mothers had to take care not to throw them 
out with the bathwater when they emptied the tub 
 

Eat Humble pie 
Meaning: Making an apology and 
suffering humiliation along with it 
History: During the Middle Ages, the lord 
of a manor would hold a feast after 
hunting. He would receive the finest cut 
of meat at the feast, but those of a lower 
standing were served a pie filled with the 
entrails and innards, known as “umbles.” 
Therefore, receiving “umble pie” was 
considered humiliating because it 
informed others in attendance of the guest’s lower status. 
 

Given the cold shoulder 
Meaning: A rude way of 
telling someone he isn’t 
welcome 
History: Although giving 
someone the cold shoulder 
today is considered rude, it 
was actually regarded as a 
polite gesture in medieval 
England. After a feast, the 
host would let his guests 
know it was time to leave by 
giving them a cold piece of 
meat from the shoulder of 
beef, mutton, or pork. 



Visit us on our website or social media 

 

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/640043109395257/ 

https://twitter.com/EBenefice 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/131230091@N08/sets/

with/72157653777335906 

Deadline for September magazine is 15th August 
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