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Visit our website www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk 

If you are on Facebook why not join the group ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’? 

Welcome to St John‘s & St Michael's we hope you enjoy being 
here and join with us after the service for a drink and a chat. 

What’s On  
 

Sunday 22nd January 
9.30am Holy Communion St John’s 

11am Holy Communion St Michael’s  

 

Monday  23rd January 
10.30am Brew in the Erringden Room  
 

Tuesday 24th January 
2pm Knitting group meet at June 
Mowbury’s St John’s 

 

Thursday 26th January 
9.30am  Angels meet in hall St Michael’s  

 

Friday 27th January 
9am Parish Prayers at the vicarage 
 
 

Sunday 29th January 
9.30am Candlemas Communion St John’s 

11am Candlemas Communion St Michael’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The latest Erringden Eagle can be viewed on the church website at http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/ 

Or     ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’ Face Book page  

St John’s It's that time of year 
again!  

It is the Great 
Spring 
Clean.  This year 
Hebden Royd  is 
joining with the 
The Great British 
Spring Clean, a 

national campaign with one simple 
ambition; to bring together people from 
across the country to clear up the litter 
that blights our towns, villages, 
countryside and coastline. Throughout 
March 2017, the campaign hopes to 
inspire 500,000 people to get 
outdoors, get active and help clear up 
the rubbish that lies around us and 
Hebden Royd Town Council is taking 
part.   

Please volunteer to help as the 
Church, as usual, will be taking 
part.  In return the Church will receive 
a donation from the Council so you will 
be helping your Church and the 
community. 

Please let me know if you wish to help 

Beryl Horsfall  tel 01422 884460  

email dav.bee@virgin.net 

mailto:dav.bee@virgin.net


The Gospel story today takes place next to the sea of Galilee. I thought you 
may find the following of interest. 

Ports of Galilee Excerpts from an article written by Mendel Nun  in 1999 

Early 19th-century explorers, searching for places where Jesus had walked, 
attempted to locate the ancient harbours of the Sea of Galilee but failed. After 
25 years of searching and researching, we have found them. We have 
recovered the piers, promenades and breakwaters of the ports. We have also 
uncovered the ships’ anchors, the mooring stones the sailors tied their ships 
to, and even the weights fishermen once fastened to their nets. We always 
knew the harbours must be there, but we had no idea we would find so many 
remains. 

The Sea of Galilee’s shoreline has changed dramatically in recent decades as 
camping sites, man-made beaches and luxury hotels have taken over what 
were for millennia natural shores. Today only four small ports serve the 
motorboats that speed across the water, the ferries for vacationers and 
pilgrims, a few large modern fishing vessels and several small fishing boats. 
In ancient times, however, at least 16 bustling ports provided the basic means 
of communication and transport for travellers, fishermen, traders and 
thousands of residents living beside the small sea (about 14 miles from north 
to south and 8 miles across). 

The construction of the harbours required 
organizational skill and economic planning. 
Breakwaters were built first, followed by piers 
and promenades, repair shops for boats, 
administrative buildings, storehouses, 
tollhouses, watchtowers and other facilities. 
Maintenance was, of course, necessary, and 
the breakwaters were continually repaired and 
silt removed. 

Today the remains of the harbours are merely 
layers of stone foundations, easily recognized 
by the practiced eye. Most are made of black 
basalt, the volcanic rock that abounds in this 
area. From these unimpressive remains, we can 

Not far from Magdala, a two thousand-year-
old boat similar to ones Jesus must have 
used was found perfectly preserved by the 
mud. 
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picture the Sea of Galilee in Jesus’ time in a way that would have been 
impossible just a few years ago. 

The first ancient harbour we discovered was the eastern Galilee site of Kursi 
(Biblical Gergesa), where, according to the Gospels, Jesus landed after 
stilling a storm on the sea. As Jesus stepped out on land, he was met by a 
man possessed by demons. Jesus ordered the demons to leave the man, and 
they entered a herd of swine, which rushed down the steep slope into the lake 
and drowned (Luke 8:22–39//Mark 5:1–20//Matthew 8:28–32). According to 
early Christian tradition, all this occurred at Kursi. 

According to the Gospels, Capernaum 
was the centre of Jesus’ Galilean 
ministry. Here Jesus preached at the 
local synagogue (Mark 1:21) and 
healed the paralytic (Mark 2:3–12). 
The Gospel of Matthew indicates that 
Jesus stayed at Peter’s house, where 
“he cured many who were sick with 
various diseases, and cast out many 
demons” (Mark 1:32).  

The Franciscans have been excavating at Capernaum for a century. Nearly 
50 years ago, they began work on the building known as St. Peter’s house. 
One spring, the Franciscan archaeologists were forced to stop their work 
because the sea, having reached its maximum seasonal level, flooded the 
area around St. Peter’s house—proof that the sea is higher today than in 
ancient times and maybe why the ancient ports were hard to locate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist impression of the port at Capernaum 

Ruins of the house believed to be where St Peter lived 

javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=25268&VerseIDMax=25285&')
javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=24366&VerseIDMax=24385&')
javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=23374&VerseIDMax=23378&')
javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=24237&VerseIDMax=24237&')
javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=24264&VerseIDMax=24273&')
javascript:OpenBibleRef('http://members.bib-arch.org/bible.asp?VerseIDMin=24248&VerseIDMax=24248&')


Readings  1st reading 2nd Reading Gospel 

22nd January Isaiah 9:1-4 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23  

29th January Malachi 3:1-5 Hebrews 2:14-end Luke 2:22-40  

5th February Isaiah 58:1-9 (9b-12) 1 Cor 2:1-12(13-end) Matthew 5:13-20  

12th February Deuteronomy  30:15-end 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Matthew 5:21-27 

19th February Genesis 1:1-23 Romans 8:18-25 Matthew 6:25-end  
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St John’s reading is the New Testament one unless told otherwise 


