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Visit our website www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk 

If you are on Facebook why not join the group ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’? 

Welcome to St John‘s & St Michael's we hope you enjoy being 
here and join with us after the service for a drink and a chat. 

Welcome to our June edition of the 

Eagle, there is lots for you to read. 

With all the sunshine of May I hope 

you are all feeling good, joyous and 

in the mood for love. As you may well 

guess by that statement the theme of 

Love runs throughout the Erringden 

Eagle this month. 

Rosie is back from her holidays all 

invigorated and ready to enlighten 

you all with her wisdom and 

understanding. She somehow 

manages to connect weddings, love 

and parasites all in the same article. I 

just don’t know how she does it. But 

then that is Rosie for you!! 

We feature old wives tales, a Word 

Search and advertise a Cream Tea at 

Cragg Vale towards the end of June. 

Hope the weather stays like this for 

the Cream Tea. 

S’majic are back with their latest 

musical. Please have a look at the 

advert and come along and support 

this wonderfully talented group of 

youngsters.  You won’t be 

disappointed. 

If your struggling with bereavement or 

loss why not come along to the 

support group that operates from the 

St Michael’s church hall. Again see 

the advert for details. 

June is your last chance to pop into 

the disability support group that 

operates from St Michael’s church 

hall. Need help and advice then don’t 

miss the chance to get it. See the 

advert for detail. 

Finally, To be happy with a man, you 

must understand him a lot and love 

him a little. To be happy with a 

woman, you must love her a lot and 

not try to understand her at all.  

Alan  

Willing to be a contact for your group? 

Then see Alan to get your contact 

details added to your regular event.   

July edition of the Eagle will be available on Sunday 24th June. Details of July events to 

Alan by Sunday 17th June. reardonalan@gmail.com. 



What’s On this Month 
 

Sunday Services  

St John’s Sunday’s 9.30am.  Communion 
 

St Michael’s Sunday’s 11am. Communion 
 

St Michael’s 1st Sunday’s  4pm.  Connect 

service. 

St Michael’s 24th June 4pm Service of 

Celebration and Remembrance. Followed by a 

celebratory concert at 7pm. Details to follow. 
 

Brew.  Every Monday 10.30am in the 

Erringden Room at St Michael’s.  Chance to 

meet, chat and have a cuppa.  All welcome.  
 

Open Church.  Every Tuesday and Sunday at 

3-4.30pm in St John’s church. Meet, chat and 

have a cuppa. All welcome. 
 

Angels Meet. Every Thursday in term time at 

9.15am in St Michael’s Hall. For parents with 

pre school children to get together. Activities 

for the children. 
 

Parish Prayers.  Every Friday at 9am at the 

Vicarage Brier Hey Lane.  Meet and pray for 

the community and one another.  
 

Quiz Nights.  In St Michael’s Hall at 7.30pm 

on 1st Friday of the month.  Bar open, Pie & 

pea supper (optional). New quizzers welcome. 
 

Coffee Mornings.  Run by the Guild. Held in 

the Erringden room of St Michael’s Hall 1st 

Saturday’s of the month at 10am -  Great 

cakes for sale. 
  

Guild group meet on 1st Tuesday of the  

month at 2pm in the Erringden room in St 

Michael’s Hall. This month Margaret Jagger - 

Maurice Jagger Centre. 

  

St Michaels Wives group meet at 8pm on the 

3rd Thursday  of the month in the Erringden 

Room in St Michael’s Hall.   

Cragg Vale Yorkshire Country Women meet  

at 2.30pm on Monday 11th June  at St John’s. 
 

Cream  tea  Saturday 30th June 3-5pm in 

church. Tickets £3.50. 
 

St Michael’s PCC meet in the Erringden 

Room  at 7pm on Tuesday 5th June. 
 

St John’s PCC meet in church at 6.30pm on 

Monday  18th June. 
 

Book Club meet in the Erringden Room at 

7.30pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.   

cost £2:00 which includes wine and nibbles.  
 

House Group meet at the Cansdale’s at 

7.30pm on alternate Wednesdays. See Alan 

for details or tel 883944 
 

Children and Young People leaders meet  

on 1st Saturday of each month at 10am in St 

Michael’s Hall. 
 

Churches Together Committee meet at St 

Thomas, Heptonstall  at 7.30pm on Monday 

11th June 

Deanery Synod meet at St Michael’s on 

Tuesday 12th June at 7pm. 

Pastoral Support group meet on 3rd 

Thursday of the month at 7pm in St Michael’s 

Erringden Room. 

Cragg Vale History Group meet on Thursday 

21st May at St John’s at 7pm. 

Choir Trip to Durham Saturday 23rd June. 

See choir members for details. 





Well, I am 

back from my holidays. Did you miss 

me. I had a great time, discovering 

new places and walking Alan into the 

ground. I only had one mishap in the 

whole fortnight.  That was when I 

stuck my head in some grass and 

managed to pick up three ticks.  

Nasty little critters trying to suck my 

blood out.  

After a trip to the vets to get them 

removed, which by the way made 

Alan’s wallet a bit lighter, I was as 

good as new except for the little hole 

left in my skin where one of them had 

been feeding off me. Horrible things, 

parasites they are.    

This got me thinking because I once 

saw an article saying the Royal 

Family are parasites feeding of the 

nation and should be got rid of.  A bit 

harsh, and a statement I would not 

agree with. But there are many who 

would.  

People seem to split into 3 camps, 

those who want to change 

everything, remove the old and 

replace everything with something 

new. Those who want to keep the 

status quo and fiercely resist and 

block all change. Thirdly those who 

would like a bit of change but 

basically keep the traditions but with 

some 

improvements. 

Did you watch the 

Royal wedding on 

Saturday, I 

suspect it fell into 

the third category.  

Some new with 

the familiar old. 

This conflict between new or old  

exists not only in society but also not 

surprisingly within the Church.  

Society views the Church as 

traditional, often stubbornly holding 

onto outdated beliefs and practices.  

Many Churches hang onto  ‘this is 

the way it has always been done and 

we are not changing.’  

But if you look at the life and example 

of Jesus he was not one for the 

status quo.  He challenged traditions 

and ’the way things were done’, He 

was radical. He upset a lot of people 

with his views and interpretation of 

scripture. This upsetting of people led 

to him being crucified, He was a pest, 

a troublemaker, a parasite that 

needed to be got rid of. 

So if Jesus was radical should not 

Rosie’s Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 



the Church also be radical?  Have we 

gone too soft wanting an easy no 

change life?  Are we the opposite to 

Jesus who we claim is our saviour? 

The answer is both yes and 

no. 

We do need to change, to 

always be open, looking 

outwards, growing our faith 

and drawing people to know 

Jesus. But in so doing we 

need to remain true to the 

foundations of our faith.  

So was Jesus Radical? 

Again, yes and no. I think he 

fitted into the 3rd category 

mentioned above.  Keeping 

tradition but removing the dross that 

stopped people finding the Father 

God who loved them. He introduced 

a new understanding of the old and 

how things are meant to be. He 

believed the scriptures, He believed 

in the law and the teaching of the 

prophets. What he wanted to do was 

make them real and accessible to 

people.  He wanted people to find 

God.  So yes, he was radical in the 

way he lived out his life, but the 

radicality was based on holding to 

the tradition of the scriptures.      

So, what are the law, the prophets 

and scripture all about?  

  Well we need to go back to the 

Royal Wedding and look at the 

sermon preached by Bishop Michael 

Curry in which he talked about the 

power of love.  Jesus is the power of 

love in action, the redemptive power 

that saves people, that heals people, 

that feeds the hungry, helps the poor 

and removes oppression. Cares for 

the weak and brings equality.  All this 

is the traditional teaching of scripture 

and fulfils the law and the teaching of 

the prophets. So Jesus merged both 

tradition and radical to present the 

true picture of God’s Love. 

St Paul gives perhaps the best 

definition of love in his letter to the 

Corinthians. I have included part of 

the passage on the back page for 

you to read.  

Can we live up to our calling, to live 

the power of Love?  A question we all 

need to answer. A radical change, or 

just getting back to the basics. It’s 

both. 

Yours Rosie  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXvay6opnbAhUoC8AKHR8mBroQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Flaoblogger.com%2Fjesus-healing-the-sick-black-and-white-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw2Y6sdkLUyjY3YBw3RnDD0G&ust=15270767292251




 

Bereavement and 

Loss Support 

We offer friendship and 

support for anyone struggling 

to cope with bereavement or 

other loss. 
Where:  St Michael’s Church Hall, Mytholmroyd 

When: The 3
rd

 Monday of the month 

Time:  1pm till 3pm 

On offer:  Tea, coffee, biscuits and a chance to chat and /or share 

as much or as little as you want.  

For more information contact: Jane Hoyle 

       Telephone:  01422 882659 

       Email:jane@mytholmroydcleaning.co.uk 

  



St John’s Cragg Vale  

Yorkshire Country Women’s  

On Saturday 30th June 3-5pm 

Tickets £3.50 

The only dinosaur who loved drinking tea was the TEA-REX. 

The loving husband always greeted his wife each day with a “Hello Brew-TEA-Full!” 

If you decide to invite the Queen of England over for a drink, consider it to be royal-tea. 

People who drink a lot of tea each day tend to be on the chat-TEA side 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjx18PIj57bAhVEWhQKHeI2D-cQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipartstation.com%2Fcream-tea-clipart-5%2F&psig=AOvVaw3bvxXmTFOAzOSeS8uzO-SA&ust=1527243505153561


LOVE IS IN THE AIR  
Extracts taken from an article at https://www.refinery29.uk/old-wives-tale-about-love 
 

As bizarre as superstitions in general may be, the ones that address our love 
lives manage to be even stranger. Knocking on wood is one thing, but doing 
things like fighting over wedding bouquets and ripping flowers apart is another 
story. 
Sure, it's not likely that many people out there take love superstitions like the 
"he loves me, he loves me not" game as gospel. But that doesn't stop us from 
turning to the comfort (or stress) of these old wives' tales. So why do we keep 
imbuing romantic meaning in random acts and objects? And why do these 
superstitions, more often than not, put the onus on women to worry about love 
prospects? 
 

Watch out for brooms. This Italian superstition is bizarrely literal in its 
meaning: If you're single, never let a broom sweep across your feet, because 
then you'll never have the chance to swept off your feet by a long-term 
partner. We can't make this stuff up. 
 

Beware of yellow flowers. In Russia, a bouquet of yellow flowers means 
anything but love. Supposedly, this colour symbolises infidelity, and even if no 
one has been unfaithful yet, exchanging yellow flowers is believed to curse 
the relationship anyway. 
 

Consult flower petals. This game, sometimes called the daisy oracle, goes 
all the way back to medieval times, and it's about as simple as love 
superstitions get: Pluck a petal and say, "he (or she) loves me"; pluck another 
and say, "he loves me not." Repeat. Whichever one you end on when you run 
out of petals should be taken as the absolute truth about that person's 
feelings for you. The oracle became so prominent that it even got a shout out 
in Goethe's Faust in the 1800s. Some say it's specifically French in its origins, 
but it's hard to say if that's true or just yet another old wives' tale. 
 

Listen for the cock. An old German superstition held that, should a virgin 
wish to know if she'll be married in the year, she should go out to the chicken 
coop on Christmas Eve and knock on the door. If she hears a rooster crow, 
she will. If she hears a hen instead, she won't. 
 

Sleep on a piece of wedding cake. Sneak a piece of wedding cake home, 
sleep with it under your pillow or under your bed, and you're sure to dream of 
your future spouse. So goes yet another wedding-related superstition for 
single people. 
 

Catch the bouquet. This wedding tradition (that's still practiced widely) dates 
as far back as the 14th century in England. Single female wedding guests 
would literally tear away pieces of the bride's dress and bouquet in the hopes 
that some of her luck in love would transfer to them (sounds like harmless 
fun). Usually, the bride would just throw her entire bouquet to the guests so 
that she could get away. 

http://www.refinery29.com/what-does-knock-on-wood-mean-history
http://tuscantraveler.com/2014/florence/italian-life-rules-superstitions-familiar-and-strange/comment-page-1/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/travel/travel_news/article-3518663/Why-never-Russian-yellow-flowers-make-toast-water-Germany-extreme-superstitions-tourists-know-world.html
https://treasuryislands.wordpress.com/2012/02/29/origins-the-daisy-oracle-he-loves-me-he-loves-me-not/
http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/superstition.html#courtship
http://www.snopes.com/weddings/customs/cake.asp
http://www.weddingwire.com/blog/garters-and-bouquets-how-these-fun-traditions-came-to-be




The latest Erringden Eagle can be viewed on the church website in colour at  

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/     Or   ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’ Face Book page  
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10th June starts a sermon series so there will be 2 readings at St John’s 



Readings  1st reading 2nd Reading Gospel 

27th May Isaiah 6:1-8 Romans 8:12-17 John 3:1-17  

3rd June Deuteronomy 5:12-15  2 Corinthians 4: 5-12 Mark 2: 23– 3: 6 

10th June 2 Samuel 11:1-4 Psalm 51 Matthew 1:1-16 

17th June Ezekiel 17:22-end 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 Mark 4:26-34 

24th June Job 38:1-11 2 Corinthians 6: 1-13 Mark 4:35-end 

1st  July Psalm 85 Romans 16:17-27 John 13: 31-35 

St John’s 2 readings from June 10th—sermon series. 


