
Well hello everybody. This month we 
see out Christmas and welcome the 
New Year in. The contents this month 
focuses on Christmas which then 
leads us into Epiphany. 
 
St Nicholas joins the party as we look 
at how according to tradition he gave 
us Christmas but maybe not quite as 
we know it. 
 
Wise Men join in the celebrations, but 
maybe not when we thought they did. 
Cryptic? Then read on as all be 
revealed.   
 
Rosie then proceeds to enlightens us 
with more of her pearls of wisdom. 
She gives us something to think about 
during the festive season.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pat and Amanda wish to thank 
everybody who has supported them 
through a difficult time following 
Amanda’s operation. Your thoughts, 
actions and prayers were much 
appreciated. 
 
The Christmas 
Tree Festival at 
St Michael’s 
raised £458 and 
was visited by 
215 people. 
 
 
Why are 
Christmas trees so fond of the past? 
Because the present's beneath them.  
 
 
Happy reading  Alan 
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Visit our website www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk 

If you are on Facebook why not join the group ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’? 

Welcome to St John‘s & St Michael's we hope you enjoy being 
here and join with us after the service for a drink and a chat. 

Willing to be a contact for your group? 

Then see Alan to get your contact 

details added to your regular event.   

February edition of the Eagle will be available on Sunday 27th January. Details 

of February events to Alan by Sunday 20th January by email  if possible—  

reardonalan@gmail.com. 

My gift to you all. 



What’s On this Month 
 

Sunday Services  

St John’s Sunday 9.30am.  Communion 
 

St Michael’s Sunday 11am. Communion 
 

Midweek Communion 12.15pm at St 

Michael’s church every Wednesday.  
 

Lattice Service at St Michael’s last Tuesday 

in the month 7.15pm.  (not December) 

 

Brew.  Every Monday 10.30am in the 

Erringden Room at St Michael’s.  No Brew 

24th & 31st December. Chance to meet, chat 

and have a cuppa.  All welcome.  
 

Open Church.  Every Tuesday at 3-4.30pm in 

St John’s church. Meet, chat and have a 

cuppa. All welcome. Not 25th Dec or 1st Jan. 
 

Angels Meet. Every Thursday in term time at 

9.15am in St Michael’s Hall. For parents with 

pre school children to get together. Activities 

for the children. 
 

Parish Prayers.  Every Friday at 9am at the 

Vicarage Brier Hey Lane.  Meet and pray for 

the community and one another.  Not 28th 

Dec. 
 

Quiz Nights.  In St Michael’s Hall at 7.30pm 

on 1st Friday of the month.  Bar open, Pie & 

pea supper (optional). New quizzers welcome. 
 

Coffee Mornings.  Run by the Guild. Held in 

the Erringden room of St Michael’s Hall 1st 

Saturday’s of the month at 10am -  Great 

cakes for sale.  (None January)   
 

 Guild group meet on 1st Tuesday of the  
month at 2pm in the Erringden room in St 
Michael’s Hall.  No meeting January 

 St Michael’s Wives group meet at 8pm on 

the 3rd Thursday  of the month in the 

Erringden Room in St Michael’s Hall.  
 

 Cragg Vale Yorkshire Country Women 

meet at on the 14th January at St John’s at 

2.30pm 
 

St Michael’s PCC  No meeting January 

St John’s PCC  21st January at 6.30pm. 
 

House Group meet at the Cansdale’s at 

7.30pm on alternate Wednesdays. See Alan 

for details or tel 883944 
 

Pastoral Support group meet on 3rd 

Thursday of the month at 6.30pm in St 

Michael’s Erringden Room. 

Cragg Vale History Group meet at St John’s 
in upstairs room at  7.30pm on 17th January. 

John Willis  'Variety in War Time' 

Tea & coffee afterwards. £10 for the year (10 

meetings starting April) or £3 per visit.   

Bereavement and Loss Support group 

meet in St Michael’s Hall on the 3rd Monday in 

the month 1-3pm. Tea, coffee, biscuits and a 

chance to chat and /or share as much or as 

little as you want. Contact Jane Hoyle for 

details. 01422 882659 
 Cragg Vale Community Association music 
group. The  Music Group will provide a 
monthly meeting for music lovers of all ages 
and abilities, meeting at St. Johns Church, 
Cragg Vale,  on 2nd Wednesday each month, 
between 19.30 and 21.30 hrs.  Next Meeting 
Weds 9th Jan 2019 contact   
martynk@talktalk.net for details  

mailto:martynk@talktalk.net


THE TENANT OF WILDFELL HALL 

BY ANN BRONTE 

Next reading for the Book Club ! The Tenant of Wildfell Hall by Ann Bronte. 
We thought we'd have a classic for a change. This is an interesting and ab-
sorbing book, written by the quieter and less well known of the Bronte sisters. 
It was, like the others, quite controversial when first published.  
Venue - Erringden room Date - Tuesday, 22nd. January 2019  Time - 7:30pm 

Everyone welcome. Nibbles and drinks £2:00 

QUIZ NIGHT AT ST MICHAEL’S 

FRIDAY 4th JANUARY at 7.30pm in the Hall 
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Will the real Santa stand up 
By Mark Wilson 
 
Until two years ago, St. Nicholas was little more 
than a legendary historical figure to me. Then my 
friend Stuart Bennett enlisted me as the academic 
resource to make a documentary video on his 
life—“St. Nicholas: The Real Story.” Researching 
his life and shooting scenes on location in Turkey 
and Italy gave me a fresh appreciation for this 
important church father and the legacy that he 

left. Here are some things about Nicholas that I learned from this experience. 
 
According to tradition, Nicholas was born in Patara, the capital of Lycia. St 
Paul stopped at its Mediterranean harbour to change ships on his way to 
Jerusalem on the third journey (Acts 21:1–2). Unfortunately the harbour is 
silted in today, but Turkish excavators have recently uncovered one of the two 
lighthouses that once guarded its entrance. The council building that housed 
the Lycian League, which Nicholas would have seen, has recently been 
restored. Alexander Hamilton and James Madison saw the league as an 
ancient model of government to imitate in the founding of the new republic. 
 
Tradition holds that Nicholas was the only son of wealthy Christian merchants 
when this new faith was still illegal in the Roman Empire. The persecution 
inaugurated under Decius in 250 A.D. began to touch the local community of 
faith. In 258 A.D. two Patarans, Paregorius and Leo, were also among those 
martyred under the emperor Valerian. Into this hostile environment Nicholas 

was born around 260 A.D. It is 
believed that his parents died of the 
plague when Nicholas was young and 
that he made pilgrimages to Palestine 
and Egypt while a youth. 
Nicholas was perhaps in his 20s when 
the story occurs that made him a 
legend. Near him lived a father and his 
three daughters who had fallen on 
hard times. Because the father was 
unable to supply a dowry for their 
marriages, he was considering an 
appalling alternative: to send them into 
prostitution for survival. Nicholas 
somehow learned what was 
happening and one night threw a bag 
of gold coins through his neighbour’s 
window. The father thanked God for 

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/new-testament/pauls-first-missionary-journey-through-perga-and-pisidian-antioch/


this mysterious provision and arranged for the marriage of his eldest 
daughter. Encouraged that the father was using the gift properly, Nicholas 
returned some nights later and threw another bag of money through the 
window to provide the dowry for the middle daughter. After this marriage the 
father realized that the mysterious benefactor would probably repeat his 
previous actions. So he waited night after night for the stranger to return so 
he could thank him for his generosity. Of course, Nicholas provided the third 
dowry, and as he departed, the father caught the visitor and thanked him for 
saving his daughters from a life of debauchery. Not wanting to be exposed, 
Nicholas pleaded with the father to preserve his anonymity. However, the 
father was so moved by this young man’s generosity that he told everyone in 
town. And so the legend started about the generosity of Nicholas. Nicholas 
went on the  become the bishop of Myra. 
 
Nicholas died sometime before 343 A.D. The list of bishops maintained by the 
current Metropolitan of Myra gives the date as December 6, 330. Over a 
century later his memory began to be venerated in Myra through the 
construction of a church in his honour. 
 

This is a short extract from an article by Mark Wilson and published in Bible History Today 

July 2018. The full article which shows the difficult times Nicholas lived in can be read at:  

https://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/post-biblical-period/
who-was-st-nicholas/ 
 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER 

EPHIPHANY SERVICE 

AT ST THOMAS HEPTONSTALL at 3pm 
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Well its all changed. Originally my article was going to 

be a quiz about Christmas Carols called ‘Fact or 

Fiction’ which would lay bare how humans have 

embellished the Christmas story and in some cases changed the story so 

much that sadly you believe the fiction as fact.  However last night I had a 

sleepless night thinking about my article. Maybe my sleepless night was 

similar to the one Joseph had when he was told in a dream to marry Mary. 

Anyway hear goes. 

It’s funny is it not how you have merged two stories into one. That is the 

Christmas story and the Epiphany or the coming of the Wise Men from the 

East. The two stories are actually up to two years apart. The Christmas story 

is based in a stable/cave whereas at the time of the Epiphany Mary, Joseph 

and Jesus were living in a house. 

One asks the question why had they not returned to their hometown of 

Nazareth. Speculating I would guess it was to avoid the gossip and tongue 

wagging that would have greeted their arrival back at Nazareth.  The looks 

and sneers would have followed Mary everywhere. ‘O the shame, a child out 

of wedlock.’ A stoning offence if the wrong people caught up with you.  

Bethlehem offered the couple a new start.   

The Wise Men brought their gifts and left, but a great 

danger now arose. Evil in the form of Herod the Great 

had heard about the birth of the new ‘King of the Jews’ 

and was out to kill him. Another dream for Joseph, a 

warning to flee and the family were on the move again 

to Egypt to escape the clutches of Herod. Not so for all 

the boys under 2 years of age that were slaughtered in 

Bethlehem as Herod wreaked his evil upon that town. 

Evil will always try to destroy the Christ and those who 

follow him. So the family became refugees living in a 

foreign land unable to go home because evil saught to destroy them.  

Does it ring any bells? Syrian refugees fleeing Assad seeking refuge in other 

countries. Are they welcomed or despised, rejected or helped. The message 

Rosie’s Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 
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of the Epiphany story is loud and clear. If we reject them we could be 

rejecting Jesus and everything he stood for. Something worth thinking about.  

Elsewhere in the Eagle you will you will read about St Nicholas and how 

perhaps he is how our Christmas tradition of giving 

presents comes from.   

There is often a big, big difference between St 

Nicholas and ourselves. We give presents to our 

families and friends driven on by consumerism 

which tells us we are failures, if we don’t buy bigger 

and better presents for our loved ones. After all that 

is what Christmas is all about, so they tell us. This 

concept and the way we have allowed it to take over 

our lives is madness. Perhaps the same madness 

that drove Herod to try and destroy the Christ child.   

Compare it to St Nicholas. He didn’t buy presents for his loved ones he gave 

to those in need. He saw a man so poor he could not afford a dowry for his 

daughters. The cultural consequences would mean they could never marry. 

St Nicholas saw the need and responded to it. He rescued the man and his 

daughters. If we don’t respond at Christmas to the need around us then 

perhaps we have lost the meaning St Nicholas gave to Christmas.   

Then we come to the Christmas story itself. The story of 

God coming to rescue people who were lost, without a 

hope of being saved. A God who so loved the world He 

would send His Son to save it at the cost of His own 

life.  

Christmas is about giving. Perhaps we have allowed 

evil to penetrate the meaning of Christmas. Have we 

allowed ourselves to be turned inward looking instead 

of looking outwards to the poor and hungry at 

Christmas like St Nicholas did? Perhaps as well as 

giving to family and friends we need to look a bit further 

and follow in the steps of St Nicholas. 

The Christ child comes and knocks. Will we be wise and follow him and care 

for the poor this Christmas? After all that is at the heart of the Christmas 

story. 

Yours Rosie the wise one.        
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What month was Jesus born in? 
As we look at the story of when Jesus was born we often think of the 
shepherds in the fields watching over their flocks. What can this evidence tell 
us about the date of Jesus’ birth? Were the flocks in the fields around the time 
of our modern-day Christmas, December 25? 
 
Let’s look at what the Bible says in Luke 2:8-9. “Now there were in the same 
country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.” 
 
According to Bible commentator Adam Clarke, it was customary for the Jews 
to send their sheep to pasture from the spring until early October. As the cold 
winter months began, the flocks would return from the fields for shelter and 
warmth. Since the shepherds were still tending their flocks in the fields around 
Bethlehem it can be concluded that the angels announced the news of Jesus’ 
birth no later than October. 
 

Why not colour the picture in? 
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The Magi or Wise Men 
 
We really don’t know the names of the magi because the Bible doesn’t tell us. 
In fact, the Bible is silent on how many wise men visited Jesus. However, 
tradition has it that the three wise men who came to seek and honour the 
infant Jesus were named Gaspar, Balthasar, and Melchior. 
 
The three wise men, also known as magi, were men belonging to various 
educated classes. Our English word magician comes from this same root. But 
these wise men were not magicians in the 
modern sense of sleight-of-hand 
performers. They were of noble birth, 
educated, wealthy, and influential. They 
were philosophers, the counsellors of 
rulers, learned in all the wisdom of the 
ancient East. The wise men who came 
seeking the Christ child were not idolaters; 
they were upright men of integrity. 
 
They had apparently studied the Hebrew 
Scriptures and found there a clear 
transcript of truth. In particular, the 
Messianic prophecies of the Old Testament must have claimed their attention, 
and among these they found the words of Balaam: “A Star shall come out of 
Jacob; a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17, NKJV). They 
probably also knew and understood the time prophecy of Daniel regarding the 
appearance of the Messiah (see Daniel 9:25, 26) and came to the conclusion 
that His coming was near. 
 
On the night of Christ’s birth, a mysterious light appeared in the sky which 
became a luminous star that persisted in the western heavens (see Matthew 
2:1, 2). Impressed with its import, the wise men turned once more to the 
sacred scrolls. As they tried to understand the meaning of the sacred writings, 
they determined to go in search of the Messiah. At first they did not know 
where to go, but followed as the guiding star led them on their way. 
 
The tradition that there were three wise men arose from the fact that the Bible 
mentions three gifts, gold frankincense and myrrh according to Matthew 2:11. 
However, the Bible doesn’t say how many wise men made the journey to see 
the baby Jesus. The unfounded idea that they were also kings came from the 
imagery of Isaiah 60:3. 
 
The word 'Epiphany' comes from Greek and means 'manifestation'. It 
celebrates 'the revelation of God in his Son as human in Jesus Christ'. The six 
Sundays which follow Epiphany are known as the time of manifestation. 
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Mytholmroyd 
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Gill  J 
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Mytholmroyd 
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Wilf 

Ruth 

Tracy 

Daphne Jackie B  

Nancy 

Mytholmroyd 
13th January 

Robert 

Chris 

Daphne 

Julia 

Margaret Jackie  

 Auriol 

Mytholmroyd 
20th January 

Jenny 

Vivienne 

Geraldine 

Roy 

Georgie 

Alex 

Madeline  

 Sandra 

Mytholmroyd 
27th January 

Alan 

Mary 

Malcolm 

Colin 

Christine Maureen  

Jeanette 

Mytholmroyd 
3rd February 

Linda 

Beryl 

Eric 

Lesley 

Alan Sandra K  

Betty 



The latest Erringden Eagle can be viewed on the church website in colour at  

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/     Or   ‘Friends of the Erringden Benefice’ Face Book page  

Read-

ings  

1st reading 2nd Reading Gospel 

23rd Dec Micah 5: 2-5a Hebrews 10: 5-10 Luke 1: 39-55 

30th Dec 1 Samuel 2: 18-20, 26 Colossians 3: 12-17 Luke 2: 41-end 

6th Jan Isaiah 60: 1-6 Ephesians 3: 1-12 Matthew 2: 1-12  

13th Jan Isaiah 43: 1-7 Acts 8: 14-17 Luke 3: 15-17, 21-
22 

20th Jan Isaiah 62: 1-5 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John 2: 1-11 

27th Jan Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 
8-10 

1 Corinthians 12: 12-
31a 

Luke 4: 14-21 

3rd Feb Ezekiel 43: 27– 44:4 1 Corinthians 13 Luke 2:22-40 

WISE MEN STILL SEEK HIM 


