
Welcome to the April edition of the 
Eagle. 
 
Itôs countdown time for both churchôs 
Annual Parochial Church Meetings. 

 
St Johnôs is on Monday 8th April at 
7.30pm in church. 
 
St Michaelôs is on Tuesday 9th April at 
7pm in the Erringden Room. 
 
I am sure events are happening over 
Easter, but as yet I have no details of 
any. So please watch out for 
announcements in church and on 
Facebook. Itôs always a problem when 
the magazine comes out before 
events are finalized.  
 

What I do have though is a list of 
services through Holy Week and 
Easter. You will find them on page 3. 
 
Rosie brings her intellect regarding 
Easter to the fore at my expense. 
Read on to find it.  
 
Look out for angels they will be 
coming to a church near youðsoon. 
 
Finally, Cathy and I hope you have 
an Easter that enriches your faith and 
leads you on to be the resurrected 
people that Jesus calls you to be. 
 
Yours Alan 
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Visit our website www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk 

If you are on Facebook why not join the group ôFriends of the Erringden Beneficeõ? 

Welcome to St Johnós & St Michael's we hope you enjoy being 
here and join with us after the service for a drink and a chat. 

May edition of the Eagle will be available on Sunday 27th April. Details of May 

events to Alan by Sunday 20th April by email  if possibleð  

reardonalan@gmail.com. 



Whatõs On this Month 
 

Sunday Services  

St Johnõs Sunday 9.30am.  Communion 
 

St Michaelõs Sunday 11am. Communion 
 

Midweek Communion 12.15pm at St 

Michaelôs church every Wednesday.  
 
 

Brew.  Every Monday 10.30am in the 

Erringden Room at St Michaelôs.  Chance to 

meet, chat and have a cuppa.  All welcome. 

Contact Alan for details 01422 883944. 
 

Open Church.  Every Tuesday at 2-3.30pm 

(winter times) in St Johnôs church. Meet, chat 

and have a cuppa. All welcome.  
 

Angels Meet. Every Thursday in term time at 

9.15am in St Michaelôs Hall. For parents with 

pre school children to get together. Activities 

for the children. 
 

Parish Prayers.  Every Friday at 9am at the 

Vicarage Brier Hey Lane.  Meet and pray for 

the community and one another.  Contact 

Cathy 01422 883944 for details.  
 

Quiz Nights.  In St Michaelôs Hall at 7.30pm 

on 1st Friday of the month.  Bar open, Pie & 

pea supper (optional). New quizzers welcome. 
 

Coffee Mornings.  Run by the Guild. Held in 

the Erringden room of St Michaelôs Hall 1st 

Saturdayôs of the month at 10am -  Great 

cakes for sale.   
 

 Guild group meet on 1st Tuesday of the  
month at 2pm in the Erringden room in St 
Michaelôs Hall.  April 2nd Wayne Ogden óA 
Trip To Franceô Contact Sandra on 01422 
883223 for details of the group. 
 
 

 St Michaelõs Wives group meet at 8pm on 
Thursday 11th April in the Erringden Room, St 
Michaelôs Hall.  óVenice by Kathryn Ogdenô 
Contact Jackie on 01422 883480 for details. 
 

 Cragg Vale Yorkshire Country Women 

meet at on the 8th April at St Johnôs at 

2.30pm. óLiving with Parkinsonsô 
 

St Michaelõs PCC  2nd April at 7pm. 

St Michaelõs APCM 9th April at 7pm 
 

St Johnõs APCM. 8th April. PCC meet 

6.30pm followed by APCM at 7.30pm. 

St Johnõs PCC  15th April at 6.30pm. 
 

House Group meet at the Cansdaleôs at 

7.30pm on alternate Wednesdays. See Alan 

for details or tel 01422 883944 
 

Pastoral Support group meet on 3rd 

Thursday of the month at 6.30pm in St 

Michaelôs Erringden Room. 

Cragg Vale History Group meet at St Johnôs 
in upstairs room at  7.30pm on AGM and 'Your 
mystery item is?' Tea & coffee afterwards. £10 
for the year (10 meetings starting April) or £3 

per visit. 
   

Bereavement and Loss Support group 

meet in St Michaelôs Hall on the 3rd Monday in 

the month 1-3pm. Tea, coffee, biscuits and a 

chance to chat and /or share as much or as 

little as you want. Contact Jane Hoyle for 

details. 01422 882659 
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15th April at St Michaelôs Compline 7pm 

16th April at St Michaelôs Compline 7pm 

17th April at St Michaelôs Compline 7pm 

 

18th April at St Michaelôs Agape Meal, 6.30pm in Hall 

 

Good Friday  

19th April Tenebrae Service at  

St Johnôs at 7.30pm 

 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY  

9.30am Easter Communion at St 

Johnôs  

11am Easter Communion at St 

Michaelôs 

 

 

You canôt have Easter Sunday without having Good Friday  

EASTER  

 SERVICES  



 

      Alanôs doing a bit of creeping. Claims I am his best 

friend. Offers me extra walks and treats to remain 

silent. You see I know his secret, his failing. But should 

I tell, or should I take the bribe and remain silent? I am surprised none of you 

have noticed, none of you have questioned him.  None have sought the truth. 

Me being a holy dog, compels me to reveal all. Your magazine is a week late. 

You should have had it last week. 

He, Alan, claims it was because of the near flood on the 16th of March, he 

was out óflood wardeningô all  day, then had to attend meetings and write 

reports and as a consequence missed the deadline for the magazine. He 

really need to get his priorities right. I mean you almost missed my gems of 

wisdom because of him. 

Thereôs a lesson in all this you see.  Alan had it all planned out, how and 

when to do the magazine. Then the plan fell to pieces, it went pear shaped 

and the result, the magazine not produced on time. 

Many think this is what happened to 

Jesus. He came to save the world, 

miracles abounded, people were 

healed and fed. The dead were 

raised and he taught and explained 

about the love of God. He was on 

the brink of something amazing, 

something spectacular. The kingdom 

of Heaven coming to Earth, God 

returning to put everything right. That 

would be a day to celebrate, a day to 

remember. God putting everything 

right. 

Then it went pear shaped, the great 

revolution didnôt happen. Instead of 

being declared saviour and king He 

Rosieôs Ramblings from 

The Vicarage 
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was crucified. It had all gone wrong. The plan had not worked. Disaster. 

But it wasnôt. Unlike Alan the plan had worked, everything worked out 

exactly as Jesus had planned. His death was the centre and purpose of the 

whole thing. He had to die to save us. He had to die to show how much God 

loved us. He had to die so that we could have a future. He had to die so that 

creation could be saved.   

Christians make a mistake 

and see  Easter as Easter 

Sunday. Without Good Friday, 

Easter Sunday is pointless, it 

would mean nothing but 

dreams of a better world. 

Death would be final, there 

would be no resurrection.  

You would all still be in a right 

mess.  If you want to 

understand Easter look to 

Good Friday. Understand Good Friday and the crucifixion then, Easter will 

come alive and bring resurrection into your lives just like it did for Jesus. 

Respect Good Friday and give it a place of honour, that it deserves this 

Easter. 

Yours Rosie   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two go together they cannot be separated. 
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The latest Erringden Eagle can be viewed on the church website in colour at  

http://www.erringdenbenefice.org.uk/     Or   óFriends of the Erringden Beneficeô Face Book page  
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FRIDAY 5th April at 7.30pm in the Hall  

 BOOK CLUB  

Michelle Obama 

' Becoming'  

This will be 16th. April ( Tuesday )  

at 7.30pm in the Erringden Room, St. 

Michael's.  

£2 includes nibbles, wine, soft drinks.  

All welcome.  

ST JOHNõS CHURCH 

SPRING CLEAN 

Tuesday 9th April  

(Time to be advised)  



PALM SUNDAY 
It was traditional in the Near East to place a cover across the path of 
someone deemed worthy of highest honor. The palm branch was a Jewish 
symbol of triumph and victory (Leviticus 23:40; Revelation 7:9). In 2 Kings 
9:13, Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat, received the customary announcing of a king 
with the spreading of cloaks upon the ground. Jesus, the Messanic King, was 
given a similar honor. ñHosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!ò (Matthew 21:8) 
 

Palm Sunday (first known as Pasha) originated in the Jerusalem Church 
around the late third or early fourth century. Ceremonies consisted of prayers, 
hymns, and sermons as people moved through the numerous holy sites 
within the city. At the last site, the place 
of Jesusô ascension into heaven, the 
clergy would read the biblical account 
of Jesusô Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem. Then as evening 
approached, the people would return to 
the city reciting: ñBlessed is He that 
comes in the name of the 
Lordò (Matthew 21:9). By the fifth 
century, the celebration had spread as 
far as Constantinople. It wasnôt until the 
sixth and seventh centuries that the 
ritual blessing of the palms was added. 
A morning procession replaced the 
evening one and by the eighth century, 
the Western Church was celebrating 
ñDominica in Palmisò or ñPalm Sunday.ò 
 

Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week and Jesusô final agonizing 
journey to His crucifixion. Falling on the sixth Sunday in Lent and the Sunday 
before Easter, Palm Sunday is celebrated in all major Christian churchesð
Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Orthodox. In many Orthodox churches, 
Palm Sunday is known as Entry into Jerusalem. In some countries, the 
graves of loved ones are decorated with palms. Since palm trees are not 
indigenous to colder climates, branches of sallow, willow, and yew are often 
used.  
 

Today, many Palm Sunday traditions remain much the same as those 
celebrated in the tenth century. Some ceremonies begin with the blessing of 
the palms. Afterward, many people take the palms home and place them in 
houses, barns, and fields. In many churches, children serve as an integral 
part of the service since they enjoy the processions. Children often craft 
crosses from palm leaves which were used in the Sunday processional. The 
traditions of Palm Sunday serve as reminders of the life-changing events of 
Holy Week. 
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A whisper from heaven  

I  see you 

I know you  

I see your pain 

I see you are lost, given up hope  

You go through the motions and pretend you are fine  

But I see you, I know your not fine.  

You are broken, your dreams and faith shattered 

But I love you  

I will not desert you  

I made a promise to you 

To heal you 

To save you 

I will not desert you.  

Awake from your slumber and turn to me  

Give me your worries and your pain  

Feel the living water spread through your veins  

I will breath my life into you.  

If only you would turn to me and be healed  

Turn to me and be saved 

For I am the living God  

Who loves you and keeps his promise 

Turn to me and be healed. 
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